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possibilities and difficulties of transforming a vast and backward
subcontinent. His subsequent education was in the United States,
and for the last fifteen years he has worked in international
organizations. This is of considerable general significance. Much of
the development of economics and the beginnings of coherent and
useful theories of development owe their origin to the work of the
international organizations.  These organizations or their research
divisions have been led by some of the most distinguished econo-
mists of our times :Prebisch and Furtado in the Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America, Myrdal, Kaldor and Lary in the Economic
Commission for Europe, Kalecki, Singer, Mosak and Dell in the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and
Gerda Blau in the Food and Agriculture Organization, Economics
in these organizations had not only tohelpto propound solutions to
the problems of developing countries but had access to immense
new sources of factual and statistical information.   One of the
most striking differences between their economics and the neo-
classical system is the basis of fact.  By far the greater proportion
of economic theory has been based on assumptions and logical
reasoning, techniques which are necessary and sufficient in philo-
sophy or mathematics but not sufficient in a social science. Similar
developments have taken place in individual countries, frequently
through the creation of new departments of applied economics, in,
for example, the United Kingdom, where one thinks of the work
of Kaldor, Balogh, Barna, Seers, Jackson and Maizels; in France
through, for example, Perroux, de Bernis and Bettelheim, and
of course also in the United States (Domar and Chenery) India
(Mahalanobis and Sen) and Italy.    It is interesting that many of
those who are now directing the new economics in different
countries have spent considerable periods working in international
secretariats.
This book of essays shows admirably the continuity and de-
velopment of PateFs thought. As is inevitable in a book of this
kind, there is duplication. But throughout there is the preoccupa-
tion with the practical problems of economic growth, the statistical
imagination, lucidity of expression and impatience with the-all-
too-frequent habit of the economist, in the spurious search for
originality, to prefer the obscure to the simple.
The present collection consists of seventeen articles written

